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	REACH FOR THE STARS!!

Reading Incentive Program



What is Reach for the Stars?

Reach for the Stars is a pledge-based reading incentive program that puts books into the hands of children and rewards them for reading, as well as benefiting the organization in the form of cash and/or books.

How does the organization benefit?

This pledged-based reading incentive program returns over 100% pledged back to the  organization and students in a combination of award-winning Usborne Books and cash!

What is the goal of the program?

The goal of the Reach for the Stars program is for the children to read, or be read to, for a minimum of 300 minutes over a two-week period. This is an average of 30 minutes per school day. It is also the recommended amount of time that experts encourage for daily reading.

Who can participate?

Any organized group of children—schools, classrooms, clubs, Girl/Boy Scout Troops, preschools, church groups, and home school groups.


	OPTIONS 
(select one)
	Breakdown
	Example: 
$1000 raised
	Example:
 $5000 raised

	Fundraiser
	50% books to kids

30% cash to school

20% books to school
	$500 books to kids

$300 cash to school

$200 books to school
	$2500 books to kids

$1500 cash to school

$1000 books to school

	Book & Reading Bonanza
	50% books to kids

60% books to school
	$500 books to kids

$600 books to school
	$2500 books to kids

$3000 books to school


Sample RFTS Timeline


	Date
	Event
	Special Note

	February 7,  2:30pm 
	Kick Off Assembly
	Consultant - 5 minute introduction at scheduled assembly

	February 7
	Reading log/sponsor form goes home with kids
	in Friday Folders

	weeks of Feb 10 & Feb 17
	Students read
	

	Feb 11
	Usborne Book display at PTA meeting
	Volunteers would be helpful

	Feb 21-28
	Students bring in money and pledge forms
	

	Feb 28th (probably more the following couple days)
	Consultant picks up money and pledge forms
	

	March 3rd 

Classes scheduled throughout the day
	Book Display

Students will bring BOOK VOUCHERS and we will order their books from the books they see at the display. 
	Volunteers would be helpful

Consultant will have completed vouchers at book display

	March 3rd
	Free Book list for library/teachers needed

LAST DAY for pledge money
	

	March 5th (or other day)
	Pizza Party for #1 Class!!!

Cash delivered to school 
	

	March 12-14
	Books delivered to school via UPS
	Consultant will sort March 14th – Volunteers? 

	March 17
	Bagged books distributed to kids
	


Some consultants have students fill out wishlists prior to the reading, have students turn in wishlists with their pledges and fill orders from the wishlists.  Either way can be highly successful!

	Consultants Only

Reach for the Stars!! Calculation Sheet

Works with all options


	School________________
Total Pledges $_________
Option offered:

______% cash

______% books to kids

______% books to school




BOOKS

_________ (a)  pledges collected 

_________ (b)  cash to school/organization _______% of (a)

_________ (c)  cash on hand (a - b)

_________ (d)  books to be ordered = ____% of (a) to kids + ____% of (a) to school

                           (add any additional incentive books here)

Divide by 1.5   if (d) is $750 or more (if less than $750, consult handbook)
________  (e)  retail to turn in as retail RFTS or bookfair order

Divide by 2

 ________ (f)  turn in as free books with (e) retail RFTS or bookfair order

CASH

________ (e) from above, retail amount of order

________ (g)  e x 17% = commission on retail order

________ (h)  amount to turn in to HO with order (e – g)

________ (c)  from above, (cash remaining)

________ (h)  from above, amount to turn in to HO with order

________ (i)  your cash remaining, for RFTS’s incentives and your profit!!   (c – h)
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Some good questions you might want to ask the school/organization:

30 minutes a night for 2 weeks is the recommended amount in the Home Office RFTS paperwork.  Is this a good amount for this school?

Would it be possible to get class lists of students to assist with tracking of pledge dollars and minutes?

What day does communication go home with the students?

Would it be possible to introduce and explain briefly RFTS at an upcoming faculty meeting?

Could we have a kick off assembly for the entire school, several grades or one grade at a time?

What is the best day/time for me to make copies here?  (Usually, the school is happy for you to make copies at their copier if you bring you own paper)

What is the school's system for handling money that comes in from the students?  (Sometimes the teacher has to count and record it; sometimes it simply goes to the office)

Could checks be made payable to the school or to the PTA/PTO?

Could we use the bulletin board to help promote the RFTS?

Where at school can books be stored and sorted?

Might the principal be interested in doing something crazy or interesting if the students meet a certain goal?  Ideas...paint face like a tiger for a day, pajama day for the school, dye hair green for a day, read a book to students from on top of the school, etc.

